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Thanks for your great
support
In last year’s August magazine we appealed to our
friends and supporters for some extra financial
help. The response was immediate.

School of Rock: students at Nakhon Sawan School
held a lunchtime pop concert in the school canteen
to raise money to take the Saengsawan orphans for
an outing to a water adventure park.
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We’re a 5-Star charity!
Thailand’s only independent charity-rating
organization has awarded SET the maximum
5-Stars for Transparency, Efficiency and
Good Governance.
The Giving Back Organization is a not-for-profit
NGO which helps potential donors find the
most professionally-run Thai charities. To be
reviewed and assessed by the organization
requires that charities must provide an
enormous amount of background information
on their activities, governance, financial
efficiency and transparency. Of the hundreds
of charities listed, only 11 have been awarded
the coveted 5-Star rating.

We very rarely make direct appeals but at the time
we were concerned that an income shortfall in the
first half of 2016 – anticipated for the second half as
well – would affect our ability to sustain our high
number of scholarships and welfare grants in 2017.
None of our current students would have been
affected but any decline in income would limit how
many new scholarships we could offer this year. We
needn’t have worried. Not only did the appeal
receive a great response, it also led to some very
encouraging comments from supporters, who quite
clearly recognize the value of our work. Thank you!

Battered by Brexit
Although we had a good response to last year’s
appeal, we still face serious funding problems this
year, caused by the UK’s Brexit vote in June 2016.
The UK has always been our strongest supporter base,
with some British donors making gifts for more than
20 years. That support remains as strong as ever but
the exchange value of their donations has greatly
decreased since the vote.
At the beginning of June the £ exchanged to 51.37 Bt.
Soon after, it dropped to 42.51 Bt. That greatly
affected the value of donations transferred to us by
our UK sister charity, the Students’ Education Trust.
On 1st February, the exchange rate was £1/44.18 Bt,
which we can only hope will improve over time.
We still very much need your support. Ways to give it
are shown on the back page.

Figures in the magazine are in Thai Baht. Current exchange rates for major currencies are shown on the back page.
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Student letters

All letters are written by the students. Some are received in English and others
are written in Thai and then translated by teachers or SET staff. Spelling is
corrected and letters may be ‘tidied up’ but otherwise they are printed
without alteration, even if the English is sometimes a little clumsy. Some
‘letters’ may be taken from personal student interviews.

Working hard for my future
My parents abandoned me when I was a baby and
left me with my old gran. She had no regular
income and had to borrow to support my early
education. I am grateful to her because I know if I
don’t get an education it will be difficult for me to
earn a good wage to support myself and my gran.
I must work hard now for my future.
When I was 16, I worked in a restaurant from 6pm
till 1am every night. I earned 150 Bt each night. In the school holidays I
had two jobs. I worked in a shop until 4pm then went straight to a
restaurant where I worked until 4am. I was happy to help gran pay off
some of her debt, but I was always very tired.
When I finished school I wanted to study at vocational college but gran
still had some debt. I wanted her to clear that so I worked fulltime for
a year to help her and save money for my college fees. When gran’s
debt was finally paid, I enrolled at college to study Management, but I
still worked part-time for as many hours as I could at a KFC restaurant.
After I had studied at college for about nine months, the government
made a law that students could only work up to four hours on a
weekday and six hours at weekends, so I had to work fewer hours and
got less money. I’ve tried hard to support myself but my financial
situation is getting desperate. That’s why I have applied for a SET
scholarship. I hope you will be kind to me.
Raksit, scholarship 6803

A storm left us poor
Last year a storm completely destroyed our old
house. Nobody was hurt when it fell down but
we had nowhere to live. My parents had to use
all their savings to make a new wooden house.
I am in my first year of studying for a diploma in
Auto Mechanics. I am 19. I have four younger
brothers and sisters and they are still at high school. Before our house
fell down, my parents were able to give me 300 Bt each week for my
daily expenses but now they can give me only 100 Bt. They also have
to support my brothers and sisters. I hope I can get a SET scholarship
because otherwise my parents may have to borrow money from a loan
shark and pay a lot of interest. It is a big worry for my family, so I hope
you can help us.
Montri, scholarship 6692

My duty comes first
I am studying to be an English
teacher. My grades are high and I
look forward to qualifying.
My parents separated a few years
ago so me and my younger
brother and sister had to live with
our grandparents. My parents
don’t help us at all but I know they
have some big problems of their
own and are in debt.
My grandparents became too old
and sick to work and could not
help me with my study expenses.
To support
myself, I got
up at 3am
every day to
go to a
wholesale
market to
buy fruit and
vegetables,
which I then sold locally. I made
only a small profit but usually
enough for my daily expenses.
While I was at the market, my
grandfather took care of my
brother and sister, making their
breakfast and getting them ready
for school. They study at primary
school and high school.
Grandfather died last year and
now our lives have become more
difficult. Grandmother is too sick
to help with my brother and sister
in the morning, so I have to do
that. It is my duty but now I can’t
get to the market early enough to
buy vegetables, so I have no
income. That’s why I applied for a
scholarship and I feel lucky to
have it. Thank you for your help.
Pawittra, scholarship 6825
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What our youngest
students told us …
Our scholarship application
form asks students to write a
short paragraph about their
family backgrounds. Most of
the children in our Inner-City
Program are aged between 11
and 15 and come from oneparent families or live with
grandparents. Here’s what
some of them told us last year:
“My parents divorced when I was
12 years old. I live with my
granny. She is a farm laborer and
earns only 60 -70 Bt one day.
That isn’t enough to support my
school studies. I hope I can have
a scholarship so I can buy a new
school uniform. I only have one,
so I have to wash that every
evening for the next day”.
-------------------------------------------------------------

“My family is so poor we only
have rice and vegetables to eat
every day. My mum is an office
cleaner and after school I go to
her workplace to collect empty
plastic bottles to recycle. My
gran lives with us and she has
diabetes. I must keep some of my
bottle money to pay the bus fare
to take her to the doctor every
week. I need your help to study”.
-------------------------------------------------------------

“I am 13 years old and live with
my grandmother and younger
sister. Both my parents are in
prison. We are poor because my
grandmother has to support us
for everything. She is 73 and
cannot work much but she tries

We award a constant 250 scholarships to children in our Nakhon Sawan
Inner-City Program. The children are drawn from eight municipal schools and
their scholarships have a value of 3,000 Bt per semester. The scholarships
cover up to six years of high school but can be extended to a higher-value
scholarship to study for a trade or skill at one of our three vocational college
centers in Nakhon Sawan City.

hard. She makes cookies and
sells them in the market but her
income is only about 150 Bt one
day. She gives me 15 Bt one day
for food and bus fare to school.
At weekends I clean a neighbor’s
house for a few Baht. Even
though I have little, I try to save
money to help grandmother pay
the house bills”.
-------------------------------------------------------------

“I live with my dad and
grandmother. My mum left us a
long time ago and has a new
husband. I haven’t seen my mum
for a long time. My dad is a
building laborer. He works so
hard to support me and my study
and to pay for grandmother’s
medical bills. She has a serious
eye problem and is almost blind.
Although my dad works hard,
sometimes there is no work and
he has no money. For the last

two months he has not been able
to give me money for bus fare to
get to school. It is a long way to
my school but I have to walk”.
-------------------------------------------------------------

“My parents are divorced and
gone away. I have three younger
brothers and we live with my
grandparents. When my parents
separated my dad was in prison
and after that my mum didn’t
really take care of us. My
grandmother has to take care of
me and my brothers. My
grandfather is paralyzed and
cannot work. Grandmother’s
money comes from selling fruit in
the market and I help her from
4am every day before I go to
school. I am always very tired but
I have to do it to help support my
family. I want me and my little
brothers to have a better chance
in life and a good future”.
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Our former students

Our ‘Smiley Girl’ another great SET
success story
Natchaya Surit is featured on
SET’s Facebook Page banner
because of her smile; in fact
she has always been known as
‘The Smiley Girl’.
When we first met her at Nakhon
Sawan High School in 2003, her
situation was difficult. Her father
was an unemployed drug addict
and Natchaya was supported
only by her mother, who worked
as a casual laborer. Natchaya,
then 15, had just completed her
first three years of school but it
was very unlikely she would be
able to continue to finish the full
six years without help. We gave
her a scholarship, number 803.
Natchaya’s final school grades
were perfect and we were happy
to extend her scholarship to
study for four years for a degree
in Public Administration. She

She competed for her
job against 900 others
– and came top
finished her degree in 2010,
again with perfect grades.
Because of her grades, Natchaya
immediately found employment
in the local government office of
a northern province. Whilst
there, she also voluntarily
worked in a refugee camp. She
later transferred to the main
Provincial Government Office in
Nakhon Sawan, where she
worked for five years. She gained

experience in several
departments, including family
social welfare. That’s of
particular interest to her,
perhaps because of her own
early background. Last year she
sat an examination to become a
deputy district governor, which is
a very important position in
Thailand. She competed for the
job against around 900 other
applicants and as usual came top
with the highest possible score.
Natchaya is now deputy governor
of a district in Nakhon Sawan
Province but is being fast-tracked
to become a district governor
within four or five years. Her
career won’t stop there. Within
about ten years, she is almost
certain to become the governor
of an entire province - and she is
determined to achieve that.
Natchaya has worked hard for
her success but readily admits
that her opportunities for a great
future stem from SET’s early
intervention in her life. Without
that, she probably would have
left school after junior high
without any qualifications at all.
After getting her new job, she
visited our office to present
flowers to SET director Peter, to
thank the foundation for
changing her life.

SET’s Facebook banner features
scholarship students at Nakhon
Sawan School in 2003 with
Natchaya – in pink – on the right.
Like Natchaya, most of these
students later went on to university
with new SET scholarships.
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Thanks for taking care of us
The SET people, especially Mr
Peter, have been visiting my
little village since before I was
born, 25 years ago. Now SET is
like a father to many children
in my village, helping with their
long-term development.
My village is in the northeast of
the country. Most people are
poor rice farmers and usually
their children can’t study very
high. I was lucky because when
I was at high school SET helped
pay my expenses. When I got
older, I got a SET scholarship to
study at vocational college. I
studied Computer Technology
and then I was able to go on to
university to get a degree.

I studied Industrial
Management and graduated in
2015. Part of my study was
about transportation and
logistics and now I work in the
transport department of a
major company in Bangkok.
I’m very grateful that SET gives
such a good chance to young
people from remote areas.
Thank you for all your years of
help to me and the other poor
children in my village.
Sornsawan, scholarship 3758

I’ve got the best job possible
For me, helping other people is the best
possible job – and that’s what I do. I was your
scholarship student for four years and I
graduated from university in 2011 with a
degree in Public Health. I would not have been
able to finish my course without your
scholarship, so I am very grateful to you.

Above – Sakchai
(center) with some of
his team of 50 SET
scholarship students.
In 2011 they built an
assembly hall at a
remote little school.

When I was a child I dreamed about being a doctor but I am very happy
with what I do now. I work in the Public Health Department at the main
hospital in Nakhon Sawan. I usually work in a consulting office but I also
go out into the rural communities to teach people about basic hygiene
and disease prevention. Some of the communities are quite remote and
the families are very poor. The adults maybe didn’t have a good education
so they don’t always understand about personal healthcare. I think
teaching them is a very worthwhile thing to do and I really enjoy my job.
When I was at university I got very involved in SET’s social projects. I took
part in three of the annual projects and they were always great fun, but
also very tiring. We had to work so hard in the summer heat to get the
work done in the two-week schedule. In my final year in 2011 I was
chosen as leader of that year’s project, with a team of fifty students. We
built an assembly hall at a little country school. That was a great
experience for all of us. We learned about team work but we also had the
good feeling that we were helping other people. That feeling has always
stayed with me in my present job, so I am grateful for the experience.
Thank you for everything you have done for me. Sakchai, scholarship 2391
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Scholarships

The difference we make …
We often hear of youngsters in very desperate
need. Here’s one situation we handled last year
which we were able to solve in just 24 hours.
Peerapong, 19, was in his first year of studying
Building Construction at a technical college where
we award 100 scholarships. On the day we met him,
he was about to quit his studies. This is his story:
“I am an only child. My parents separated a few
months after I was born and left me with my gran. I
don’t know who my father is. My mother has a new
family and doesn’t seem interested in me. She has
visited me only a few times in my life.
“Gran and I live in a one-room shack on the bank of
a river in a remote rural district of Nakhon Sawan.
The river bank is government land but no use to
anybody, so we’re allowed to stay there. The river
floods every year. A few years ago, when the flood
was very bad, our shack was washed away. I rebuilt
it by hand, entirely by myself.
“My gran’s physical and mental health are not good
but she is still very nimble with her hands. To get a
little money she makes flower garlands. She earns
about 100 Bt a day, which is the only income we
have. At weekends, I help her make garlands. Our
house is 25 km from my college. A friend lets me use
his old motorbike but it costs about 100 Bt a week
for fuel. Gran gives me that and 30 Bt a day for food.
If she doesn’t have any spare money, I can’t eat.
“When I finished school I enrolled at vocational
college to learn a trade which would give me regular
employment and a good future. The fee was 6,800
Bt. Gran had 4,000 Bt in savings and she gave me
that, but I had to agree with the college to pay the
rest within three months. If I didn’t pay, I would
have to leave. I didn’t know about SET then so I
didn’t apply for a scholarship.
“I hadn’t seen my mother for years but gran knew
her phone number. I phoned and explained my
problem and my mother promised to pay the
remaining 2,800 Bt. A couple of months later the
college people told me they still hadn’t received the

“Because of SET, my worry is gone and
I feel I have a good future”
money. They said I had only one more month to pay.
I phoned my mum again but her husband told me
she had gone to prison. I don’t know why. Then I
had no way to get the 2,800 Bt and I became very
depressed. I thought I would never have the chance
to improve my life or take care of my gran properly.
“I know I must help myself as much as I can. I would
like a part-time job but I need to get home quickly
every evening after college finishes. I must take care
of gran and there’s no work I can do near my home.
“When I told the welfare officer that I didn’t have
any money to pay my fee and would have to leave,
he said he would talk to SET about my problem. SET
staff came to my college the same day. They
immediately paid my debt and next day I took them
to my house to talk with my gran. Then they said I
would have a scholarship until I finish my studies. I
was so happy. When I told my gran, she cried”.
It cost only 40,000 Bt to change Peerapong’s future. We
support thousands of such needy youngsters. You can
help us by making a donation, however small. Please see
the back page for ways to donate.
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Maintaining our target
If 2017 income is good enough, we hope to award
1,450 scholarships this year. We usually also give
additional emergency scholarships during the year,
so the final total could be closer to 1,500.
All our centers have fixed annual scholarship quotas but
we’re always prepared to be flexible and award more in
emergencies. Our main centers are four universities with
400 scholarships, six vocational colleges with 600
scholarships and two high school centers with 350
scholarships. One of the high school centers – the Nakhon
Sawan Inner-City program – includes 250 youngsters from
eight municipal schools. There are also two minor rural
village centers with a total of 100 scholarships, awarded
to a mix of students at school, college and university.
At the end of the 2016 academic year, 496 scholarship
students finished their courses. To maintain the quota at
each of our centers, we hope to award an equal number
of new scholarships in this academic year. That will be
possible only with the continued support of our friends
worldwide. We hope you will be able to help.

Always a pleasure
It’s always a great pleasure to reunite with Dr
Seckson, our very first student. We started
supporting him after he finished high school in
1994, when he couldn’t afford to pay his
university fees. With our help, he studied for
Bachelor, Master and PhD degrees in Physics
and is now director of the Institute of
Fundamental Studies at a leading university.
We have a scholarship program there and
Seckson always joins us at the presentations to
give a mentoring talk to the students. He’s a
great example of what can be achieved.

When we visit our scholarship centers we always receive a very warm welcome from the students. They genuinely
appreciate the help the foundation offers and sometimes show that appreciation with gifts of flowers. Below, SET
director Peter and secretary/trustee Ms Dalad with students at a recent scholarship presentation ceremony.
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Student welfare

Last year, these
students at a rural
vocational college all
received grants to
help with their daily
expenses. We give
100 standard-value
grants of 3,000 Bt
each year at the
college, but in
emergencies we’re
always prepared to
go over quota – and
budget – if it helps
keep a student in
study.

It doesn’t take much to solve a problem
Sometimes it takes only a
small amount of money to
solve a youngster’s problem;
just enough to buy a pair of
school shoes, to pay bus fares
for a semester or dormitory
rent for a few months.
It might seem ridiculous that a
student could drop out of
studying simply because he or
she doesn’t have the money to
pay bus fares, but it does
happen. That’s why our Welfare
Grants Program is so important.
Welfare grants are different from
scholarships. Our scholarships
are awarded to particularly
impoverished youngsters, many
of whom wouldn’t be able to
study at all without our support.
The scholarships last the entire
length of the student’s course
and can be extended at the end
of that course if the student
wants to study to the next level.

Welfare grants are mostly ‘oneoff’ and are given to students
who can usually just about get by
without help but who have some
unexpected short-term, proven
financial need.
Last year we gave 1,314 grants
with a total value of 4.68 M Bt.
605 were given to students at
vocational colleges and 533 to
those at universities. Their grants
have standard values of 3,000 Bt
and 5,000 Bt respectively. We
also help younger children and
last year gave 176 grants to
children at high schools. Their
grants are only 2,000 Bt but even
that can make a big difference in
helping towards their daily costs,
especially for bus fares or
canteen lunch, or to buy shoes.
All our main centers have both
scholarship and welfare grant
programs; usually a constant 100
scholarships and 100 standard

value grants each year. Quota
grants are presented at the same
time as scholarships at the
opening of each semester, but
we will give an emergency grant
at any time if the need is proven.
In those cases, our staff will
usually visit the center to talk
with the student. Some of the
stories we hear are very sad.
Because of some temporary and
often small financial problem,
the student may be depressed
and disheartened about
studying, to the point of thinking
of dropping out altogether.
Our visiting staff members –
Sorasing and Naret – were both
SET scholarship students many
years ago and came originally
from impoverished families. They
understand what it’s like to
struggle to meet study expenses
and are always sympathetic to
youngsters in a similar position.
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“I couldn’t cope anymore”
Students who receive scholarships
don’t usually have welfare grants as
well, but sometimes we need to make
exceptions. 20-year-old vocational
student Anukul is one.
He lives with his six younger siblings all at school - and also takes care of his
grandparents. His mother died long ago
and his father was the only income
earner. With a small weekly allowance
from him, plus his scholarship money,
Anukul could just about cope - until his
father died last year. Suddenly, Anukul
became responsible for the entire
family. He tried hard; loading trucks
every night in
a fruit market
from 6pm
until the early
hours of the
morning, but
even the
money from
that didn’t
cover all the family expenses. Besides
his own daily costs, he had to give bus
fares and lunch money to his six
siblings, as well as pay rent on the room
they all share. His grandparents rent
another room and also need support.
When we received an urgent call from
his college welfare office, Anukul was
just about ready to give up. He said he
couldn’t cope anymore and had to get a
job, even though he was in his final
semester of study for a diploma in
Electrical Power. We met with him the
same day and gave him an instant cash
grant of 5,000 Bt. He’ll finish his studies
next month and, with a reference from
SET, hopes to find a job with the local
power authority.

Privileged children help our poorest kids
Every year, children at Rasami International School in Bangkok
hold a ‘Ring of Friendship’ fundraiser for SET. They’ve been
doing it since 2005. They lay their coins in a circle around the
school playing field, while also creating messages of friendship
or heart-shaped pictures with the coins.
We use the money to give welfare grants of 2,000 Bt to children
of a similar age to the Rasami students. The most recent Ring of
Friendship raised 20,000 Bt which we presented to ten children
at a tiny village school in Sisaket, in the northeast of the country.
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Saengsawan Orphanage

Our long and happy association
with Saengsawan
We’ve been helping Saengsawan and its
children since 1995. It’s been a happy and
worthwhile association for all of us.
The orphanage has a real family atmosphere;
the kids are well-behaved, very polite and
always seem happy. It’s particularly inspiring
to see how the older ones take such great care
of their younger ‘brothers and sisters’ – and
that’s genuinely how they think of them.
The number of resident children can vary but
they are not all orphans in the real meaning of
the word. Any child in need is welcome to stay
for a while. That includes those with young
single mothers who can’t fully take care of
their child for some reason. Others may be left
at the orphanage until the mother gets herself
settled, though sadly some children are never
collected again. Others are temporarily left by
parents - usually itinerant casual laborers who have to leave Nakhon Sawan to seek work
in some other province.
There are currently 45 ‘real’ orphans at
Saengsawan. Some of the teenagers have lived
there all their lives, including a few who were
left on the doorstep when they were just a few
days old. Over the past 20 years it’s been great
for us to see a new child arrive, then watch as
he or she grows and develops.
When they reach the right age, all the children
are guaranteed a SET scholarship to study for a
trade or skill at one of three local vocational
colleges. Dozens have done so and several
have gone on to university. But even when
they reach their late teens, many continue
living at the orphanage until they find work
and can stand on their own feet. For some, it’s
the only home they’ve ever known and they
simply don’t want to leave. Compared to our
primary aim of awarding scholarships, our
program at Saengsawan is a small one - but
one we could never give up.

Our favorite dinner!
Mookratar (pork barbeque) is a favorite food for young
Thais and there are many restaurants which specialize in
barbeque cooking. Pork slices are grilled at the table on
charcoal burners, but the vast ‘as much as you can eat’
buffet also includes a great variety of sea food, as well
as many vegetables and sauces to be cooked into a soup
around the pork. It’s delicious!
Although mookratar is very popular as a fun meal, it’s
not suitable for the Saengsawan cooks to prepare in the
orphanage canteen. The children are always well fed on
fresh food but they really look forward to their evenings
out at the mookratar restaurant. We take them there
twice each year and also give them an occasional special
dinner in the orphanage canteen, always with ice cream
to follow - another great treat for them.

Please help give our kids some happy times
The Saengsawan children are well cared for but they don’t
have much to look forward to except the special events and
activities that we sponsor. A day out at the Slip and Slide
water park (see opposite) costs only around 12,000 Bt for
50 children, while a barbeque dinner is about 6,500 Bt.
These are treats the children look forward to and
remember for a long time. If you would like to give them
more happy times, please make a donation. Ways to give
are shown on the back page. Thank you.
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Another great day, just splashing about
Late last year we took 45 children from Saengsawan on
their second visit to the Slip and Slide water adventure
park in Nakhon Sawan.
They made their first visit in June, soon after the park opened.
It immediately became their favorite destination for an outing
and they were soon nagging us for another visit. We were
very happy to oblige. In the past, our outings for the children
have often been to the far-away coast and usually cost about
50,000 Bt a trip, most of which is for coach hire. Slip and Slide
is just as much fun but is also only a 30-minute bus ride from
the orphanage. A day at the park for 45-50 children costs
around 12,000 Bt - including lunch - so besides being great
fun, these outings are also very convenient and economical.
We plan to make them a regular event for the children.
Always - safety first
Our main concern during any outing for the children is their
safety. At the water park we don’t have to worry. There are
two main pools. One is for the youngest children and in that
the water is only about 40 cm deep. The children don’t have
to wear life jackets but there is one lifeguard in the water for
about every six children. For the older kids, there is a much
larger pool with a maximum water depth of 130 cm. In that,
the children must wear lifejackets, though there are also
many watchful lifeguards on duty.
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Kiriwong School

Good news for
Kiriwong novices
For the first time, Kiriwong
School has its own British
volunteer teaching English.
Last September Tom Luxton,
18, was sent by the UK’s
Project Trust organization to
teach at a school in Sri Lanka
for a year but the project was
cancelled just a month after
he arrived. That wasn’t Tom’s
fault but instead of returning
him to the UK, Project Trust
offered him a new position in
Thailand, teaching novices at
Kiriwong. Tom was very
enthusiastic and made the
move in November.
After only a few weeks, Tom
had already made a great
impression at the school. He’s
not much older than some of
his students and his modern
approach to education and
easy-to-understand teaching
style quickly led to a
noticeable improvement in
the novices’ speaking
confidence. Tom has become
a real asset to the school.
We discontinued our own
Volunteer Teacher Program
three years ago to invest
more in scholarships. The
former host schools then took
over direct sponsorship
themselves. Although we’re
not sponsoring Tom, we’re
delighted that the novices
have such a great opportunity
to improve their English
speaking ability.

Higher studies – guaranteed
Kiriwong novices study for three years to M3 (grade 9) and can then disrobe
and leave school to study at a vocational college. Alternatively, they can
continue at Kiriwong until M6 (grade 12) and then apply for a university
place. Either way, SET guarantees a scholarship to every novice. Currently,
18 former novices are continuing their studies and they return to Kiriwong
twice each year, not only to collect their scholarship money but also to
mentor the young novices about the possibilities of higher study. In the past
ten years, more than a hundred former novices have gone on to college or
university with SET scholarships. Below: scholarship day for some of the
former novices, with SET staff and the school’s monk directors.
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The alternative daytrip
Most Kiriwong novices come from
farming families but few plan to
continue the family tradition,
preferring to study for vocational
skills or university degrees.
Thai farmers usually follow very
traditional ways of growing their
crops but in modern times may use
too much expensive and unhealthy
chemical fertilizer and pesticide.
The late King Bhumibol Adulyadej
was an agriculture and watermanagement expert. Throughout his
70-year reign he tried to show
farmers alternative and more
sustainable methods of farming. He
initiated many projects to
demonstrate how economically
viable crops could be grown without
using chemicals. He was also keen
that farmers should think ‘outside
the box’ and expand into dairy
farming and growing organic rice,
vegetables and fruit.
Last year, for their annual daytrip, we
sent 80 novices on a visit to a Royal
Agricultural Project. Besides
illustrating organic agricultural
methods and dairy production, the
huge farm also focuses on alternative
energy and is powered by wind
turbines. Although few of the novices
see themselves as future farmers, it
was still a very educational and
interesting day out.
The cost of the novices’ annual
daytrip varies depending on the
destination, but our sponsorship is
fixed at 40,000 Bt. If you would like
to help towards the cost of the next
trip, please make a donation. Ways
to give are shown on the back page.

Unlike most Kiriwong students, who come from rural families, the 11-yearold first-year novice above was born in a city. He may have eaten slices of
pomelo (similar to grapefruit) but had no idea what the whole fruit looked
like or how it grew. Below, when they get back to school, the novices must
write a report on everything they saw and did during their trip.
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Ways you can help

Please help us change the future of a needy
youngster
Donating from the UK/Europe
There are several easy options to donate from the UK and Europe. Our
UK sister charity The Students’ Education Trust now has its own
website and its own PayPal account. The charity can accept donations
by credit card, cheque, electronic bank transfer, standing order,
Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) vouchers, through the Payroll Giving
Scheme or as a gift in your will. As an added bonus, donations from UK
taxpayers can be increased by a hefty 25%, through the Gift Aid
program. Cheques or transfers should be made to The Students’
Education Trust. Please see the ‘Contact us’ column or visit the UK
website for more details.
Donating from the USA
Friends of SET-USA can accept donations by cheque or electronic
transfer. Donors can also set up a standing order to make monthly
gifts. Cheques should be made out to Friends of SET-USA. Please see
the ‘Contact us’ column for details. US donors can also donate in US$
via PayPal on our main website.
Donating from any country
SET in Thailand can accept credit card donations via PayPal on its
website, by international bank transfer, by cheque or bank draft. If
making an international bank transfer, please be sure to give your
bank the full SWIFT code shown in the ‘Contact us’ column. Cheques
and bank drafts should be made payable to The SET Foundation.
Donating from within Thailand
You can donate by credit card on our website or transfer money to us
from any bank in Thailand. See our bank details in the ‘Contact us’
column. Donations can also be made by cheque sent to our PO Box,
made out to The SET Foundation. Donations from Thai tax payers are
tax-deductible. Please do not send cash through the post.

EXCHANGE RATES
The magazine shows figures in Thai
Baht. Approximate exchange rates:
£1 = 44 Bt. USD1 = 35 Bt.
€1 = 38 Bt. AUD1 = 27 Bt.
SGD1 = 25 Bt. CAD1 = 27 Bt.
However you make your donation, a
letter of thanks will be sent to you.

Thank you for your support

CONTACT US
SET in Thailand
Contact: Peter Robinson, The SET
Foundation, PO Box 19, A. Muang,
Nakhon Sawan 60000, Thailand.
Email: SET_THAI@hotmail.com
Phone (Inter): + 66 87204 8018
Phone (Thailand): 087204 8018
Web site:
www.thaistudentcharity.org
Facebook: fb.me/TheSETFoundation
Bank account: The SET Foundation,
account 104-2-65347-7, Kasikorn
Bank, Kosi Rd Branch, A. Muang,
Nakhon Sawan 60000, Thailand.
(SWIFT code: KASITHBK for onward
transmission to 04-104).

The Students’ Education Trust
Registered charity 1090708

Contact: Joanna Herbert-Stepney,
Old Village Stores, Dippenhall St,
Crondall, Farnham, Surrey GU10
5NZ, UK.
Phone: 01252 850 253
Email: SET.UK@btinternet.com
Website:
www.thaistudentcharity.org.uk

Friends of SET-USA
Contact: Mike Brooks, Friends of
SET-USA, PO Box 396 Wheatland,
Oklahoma 73097, USA.
Email: mike.valairat@gmail.com

It costs so little to make a difference …
Whatever the value of your donation, it will make an immediate
and positive difference to a struggling youngster.
There are two semesters in the Thai academic year. In 2017, our
scholarship values per semester are:
High school students: 3,000 Bt.
Vocational students in a three-year basic certificate course: 5,000 Bt.
Vocational students in a two-year higher diploma course: 10,000 Bt.
University students: 10,000 Bt.
Besides long-term scholarships, in 2017 we also hope to give more
than 1,200 ‘one-off’ welfare grants of 2,000 Bt - 5,000 Bt.

